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walked over to survey the ruins of Winchelsea, that an-
cient cinq-port, which by the remains and ruins of ancient
streets and public structures, discovers it to have been
formerly a considerable and large city. There are to be
seen vast caves and vaults, walls and towers, ruins of
monasteries and of a sumptuous church, in which are
some handsome monuments, especially of the Templars,
buried just in the manner of those in the Temple at
London. This place being now all in rubbish, and a few
despicable hovels and cottages only standing, hath yet a
Mayor. The sea, which formerly rendered it a rich and
commodious port, has now forsaken it.

nth June, 1652. About four in the afternoon, being
at bowls on the green, we discovered a vessel which
proved to be that in which my wife was, and which got
into the harbor about eight that evening, to my no small
joy. They had been three days at sea, and escaped the
Dutch fleet, through which they passed, taken for fishers,
which was great good fortune, there being seventeen
bales of furniture and other rich plunder, which I bless
God came all safe to land, together with my wife, and
my Lady Browne, her mother, who accompanied her.
My wife being discomposed by having been so long at
sea, we set not forth toward home till the i4th, when,
hearing the smallpox was very rife in and about London,
and Lady Browne having a desire to drink Tunbridge
waters, I carried them thither, and stayed in a very
sweet place, private and refreshing, and took the waters
myself till the 23d, when I went to prepare for their
reception, leaving them for the present in their little
cottage by the Wells.

The weather being hot, and having sent my man on
before, I rode negligently under favor of the shade, till,
within three miles of Bromley, at a place called the
Procession Oak, two cutthroats started out, and striking
with long staves at the horse, and taking hold of the
reins, threw me down, took my sword, and hauled me
into a deep thicket, some quarter of a mile from the high-
way, where they might securely rob me, as they soon
did. What they got of money, was not considerable,
but they took two rings, the one an emerald with dia-
monds, the other an onyx, and a pair of buckles set
with rubies and diamonds, which were of value, andirelypreserve it for me,ne could
